People Search

Type: X__ Introductory Working Closing
Low Risk — Growing Risk — Ending —
Getting to know Personal Saying goodbye
each other awareness

Optimum Group Size: 5 - 30

Materials Needed: Description sheet (samples provided) and pencils

Outline of Activity:

Game
Active Exercise —
For group building
and fun

Each participant should receive a description sheet. They then have only four minutes to find a
different person to fit each description and to get that person’s signature beside the description
matches. When the time is up, see who has the most signatures. You may want to go over some
of the descriptions in further detail pointing out that often we don’t notice or learn these things

about people when we first meet them.

Goal:

To learn more about each other and to break the ice by using a fun activity. Also makes

participants feel more welcome and helps to establish them as a group.

How to Process:

Does anyone want to ask another person abut something you just learned about him/her?

How many of you had already met before completing this activity?

Did you learn anything about someone else whom you had known before or had not

noticed?

Do you think people take the opportunity to find out more about each other when they

first meet? Why or why not?
How did you feel during the activity? Why?
What did you learn about yourself? About others?

Source or Submitted by: Ann Zimmerman, Regional Training Institute



PEOPLE SEARCH #1

Directions: Find a different person who fits each description and have that person sign next to
what he or she matches.

Find someone who:

1. Eats peanut butter straight from the jar.
2. Was born in the same month as you.

3. Is an only child.

4. Was not born in Nebraska.

5. Lives on a farm.

6. Can play a musical instrument.

7. Has an unusual collection of some type.
8. Has a job of some kind.

9. Can do a cartwheel.

10.  Has pierced ears.

11.  Canname 5 U.S. Presidents.

12. Likes burnt popcorn.

13.  Plays more than one sport.

14.  Has NEVER had a broken bone.

15.  Plays in the school band.

16.  Can limbo below 2 feet.

17.  Has an unusual pet.

18. Can play more than one card game.

19.  Has flown in an airplane.

20.  Read a book in the past week.



PEOPLE SEARCH #2

Directions: Find a different person who fits each description and have that person sign next to
what he or she matches.

Find someone who:

I. Can walk on his/her hands.

2. Has beenon TV.

3. Can speak a foreign language.

4. Has recently eaten sushi.

5. Has gone snow skiing this year.

6. Watched the Academy Awards.

7. Has a middle name with more than 8 letters.

8. Has more than 2 brothers or sisters.

9. Can play the piano.

10.  Has been outside of the U.S. this year.

11.  Has seen all the Rocky movies.

12.  Was born outside of . (state, city of majority)
13.  Knows someone who owns a Cabbage Patch Doll.
14.  Goes jogging more than 3 times per week.

15. Eats the salt from the bottom of a pretzel bag.

16. Has more than 2 pets.

17.  Has a subscription to TIME magazine.

18. Has met the Governor in person.

19.  Has been to a basketball game this year.

20.  Rode a bike in the last week.



PEOPLE SEARCH #3

Directions: Find a different person who fits each description and have that person sign next to
what he or she matches.

Find someone who:

1. Puts sprinkles on their ice cream.

2. Has their own web-page.

3. Can do an imitation of someone famous.

4. Knows sign language.

5. Has been in a lip-sync contest.

6. Has only sisters or only brothers.

7. Owns an exotic pet or knows someone who does.
8. Has run in a marathon.

9. Was born on the West Coast.

10.  Have ever fixed anything on their house.

11.  Can make a friendship bracelet.

12.  Likes to go camping and knows a campfire song.
13.  Has been white water rafting.

14.  Is superstitious.

15. Can recite a poem.

16.  Knows a dance to teach the group.

17.  Has read 3 books of a series.

18. Can name one of their state senators.

19.  Has ever completed a crossword puzzle.

20.  Isthe same age as you.



